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more nervousness in Constantinople from the fact'
that the British ambassador was absent on leave and
our own ambassador, the Marquis de la Valette, who
had been recalled, had not been given a successor.
Our charge d'affaires, Benedetti, was very appre-
hensive, and informed me that his colleague, Colonel
Eose, the British charge d'affaires, wrote his gov-
ernment to the effect that Prince MentchikoiPs mis-
sion was threatening the independence, if not the
very existence, of Turkey. Thereupon, the com-
mander of the British fleet in the Mediterranean was
ordered to sail into the archipelago. This act, I re-
member, caused considerable alarm in business cir-
cles in Paris, and the quotations on the Stock Ex-
change fell several points. It was rumored that
Eussia was seeking to get recognition of her pro-
tectorate, undefined but certain, over the Greek
church; and at the Tuileries, we knew that there was
only too much ground for this rumor. At a Cabinet
meeting, Drouyn de Lhuys was immediately in-
structed to declare that we protested against the
way Prince Mentchikoff was conducting his mission.
My memorandum runs: 'His object appears to be
not to negotiate but to present an ultimatum. The
concentration of forces in central Eussia and the
extraordinary preparations which are being made
at Sebastopol do not permit us to doubt for a
moment that the St. Petersburg cabinet considers
possible the event of a war with the Porte. In this
connection, it might be well to remind the Russian
government of the convention of 1841 in which the
Powers, collectively, guarantee the independence and
integrity of the Turkish Empire. But the mission of
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